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The Multinational Interoperability Council (MIC) held its sixth annual Principals’ Meeting (MIC 

2005) at the Quebec Hilton Hotel in Quebec City, Quebec, Canada from 24-26 May 2005. BGen 
Christian Barabé, Director General Joint Forces Development of National Defence Headquarters, 
Canada and LtGen James T. Conway, Director for Operations (J3), U.S. Joint Staff, co-hosted the 
conference. Thirteen flag/general officers from 8 different nations attended the conference representing 
the Combined Communications-Electronics Board, NATO Allied Command Transformation, New 
Zealand and Italy. LGen Marc Dumais, Deputy Chief of the Defense Staff, Canadian Defense Staff and 
a former MIC Principal, presented the keynote address and attended the Table Top Exercise. 
 

The MIC Principals formally approved Italy’s 
petition for full MIC membership after Italy 
completed a one-year period as an observer. Brig 
Gen Barabé welcomed Maj Gen Guiseppe 
Marani, Director Political-Military and Planning 
Division, to the MIC. Maj Gen Marani said that 
Italy has a great interest in the MIC and will be a 
fully engaged partner. 
 
Besides the approval of Italy as a new member, 
the Principals approved and signed the MIC 
Membership Policies document, approved and 
signed the MIC Coalition Building Guide, 
endorsed the Coalition Information Exchange 

New MIC member: Italy  Environment - version 2, and approved and signed 
the MIC Griffin Domain Business Case, an important first step in establishing the Griffin network. The 
next and most challenging step will be the implementation of Griffin for all 7 nations. 
The Principals briefed and discussed the following national points of interest regarding interoperability 
issues: 
 Operation Sumatra Assist (Australia) 
 Contractors on the Battlefield (Canada) 
 Coordination of MIC nations activities during 

Tsunami relief efforts (Germany) 
 Violence Control and less than lethal weapons 

(France) 
 Generic Strategic Planning (United Kingdom) 
 Strategic Communication (United States) 
 Strategic Lift and Initial Results from MNIOE  

(Germany) 
 

 
Table Top Exercise:       Principals during the TTEx 
For the first time, the MIC Principals conducted a Table Top Exercise (TTEx) to identify strategic and 
operational challenges to coalition building.  Specifically, the TTEx focused on the coordinating and 
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collaborating efforts required in forming a coalition in response to changing events in a ficticious 
country.  All participants agreed that the US-sponsored TTEx was a good pioneer effort, which may be 
further explored in the future. 

 
MIC 2005 in Quebec City: 

 
The Principals approved the results from the Gap Analysis and the Strategic Roadmap as well as the 
work plans for the functional MIWGs.  
 

All briefings and results can be found on our website: http://www.dtic.mil/j3/mic. 
  
 
CAPT Darren Knight (CAN) briefed the Principals on the results from the first multinational Command 
Post Operational Evaluation conducted in April 05 and designed to test the Griffin network by sharing e-
mails with attachments. The Principals agreed that it was important to continue testing the Griffin 
network during limited Command Post Operational Evaluations. The next evaluation will be hosted by 
GBR in Oct 2005. All Participants enjoyed the beautiful City of Quebec and the outstanding hospitality 
by our Canadian hosts. The next Principal’s Meeting is scheduled for London, GBR from 6-8 June 2006. 
 
WEB LINKS 
MIC Home Page: http://www.dtic.mil/jcs/j3/mic 
CCEB Home Page: http://www.dtic.mil/jcs/j6/cceb 
ABCA Home Page: http://www.abca.hqda.pentagon.mil/ 
ASCC Home Page: http://www.airstandards.com/ 
AUSCANNZUKUS: http://www.auscannzukus.org/     
TTCP Home Page: http://www.dtic.mil/ttcp/     
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